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Abiword: A Lean Worebrocessing Machine
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resouces, and saving in various formats. When considering office needs one of the first tools that pops

into my mind is word processing. Naturally the masses will first turn to either MS Office or OpenOffice.

But there is another alternative that can do thdjéaster, easier, and without hogging up your system

resources. That alternative? Abiword. In this article you will learn how to install and and run Abiword.


http://www.ghacks.net/category/operating-systems/linux/
http://www.ghacks.net/2008/12/29/abiword-a-lean-word-processing-machine/

Abiword is considered part of the GNOME Office Suite, but does not require GNOME to be running to

use. Abiword is also available for Microsoft Windows. Abiword is available for most distributions and

can be installed by both traditional routes. The first, and easiest method, is to open up your
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appear is a list of possible matches. The following are the packages you need to install.

e abiword

e abiword-help

e abiword-pluginrmathview
e abiword-plugingrammer
e abiwordcommon

e libgtkmathviewOc2a

Select those and clickpply to begin the installation.
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using adesktopsuch as Enlightenment you may have to click-IGtft Mouse Button (to make

the Maintenance menu entry appear) aclick Regenerate Menus to make Abiword appear.

Once the menus have regenerated Abiword should be found in the Other menu in the Office
sub-menu entry.

When Abiword opens what you will find is an efficient, well thouglit word processor that

has everythig you need to create solid, professional documents. You will also find some nice
additions that make your writing even easier. One stochis the Wikipedia entry tool. With a

word highlighted you click the Wiki Encyclopedia entry and it will open theaOpewser on

the Wiki entry of the highlighted word. There is also a Collaborate tool that allows users to
collaborate on documents through Jabber. Of course Cisco purchased Jabber so who knows if
collaboration with Abiword is going to be possible. Thedynews is you can do collaboration
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Final Thoughts

| have used Abiword and in the past have thought it had a ways to go before it was production
ready. Well, that time has come. Abiwoid certainly worthy of being your word processor of

choice

Add mp3 support in Fedora 10

One of more frustrating aspects of some modémnx distributions is that they do nehip with
mp3support rolled in. This is, by design, done because of licensing issues. And granted using the
ogg format is a much better solution in the end (as well as a much better sounding format) but for
those of us who have massive amounts of mp3 &lready located on multiple hard drives
converting to ogg format would be a very time consuming option. To that end it is nice to be able
to have mp3 support native on your machine.


http://www.ghacks.net/2008/12/25/add-mp3-support-in-fedora-10/

Fortunately that is not difficult. And even more fotunate, here armstreictions.

The first thing you need to is close out all applications that might want to make use of an mp3
file. This could include Ryhthmbox, Amarok, Banshee, or xmms. Now open a terminal window
because you are going to be issuing some commandsomamh Once the terminal window is

open you will first need tsuto root. With root privileges it is time to get downlinsiness

The first set of commands to run will install the necessary repositories for yum to use. First issue:
rpm-ivh http://downl@dl.rpmfusion.org/free/fedora/rpmfusidreereleasestable.noarch.rpm

Once that command completes issue:

rpm -ivh http://downloadl.rpmfusion.org/nonfree/fedora/rmpfusiamfreerelease
stable.noarch.rpm

Now itds time to i nsporalsduethelt@mmand:t ual pl ugi ns
yum-y install gstreamepluginsbad gstreamepluginsugly xinelib-extrasnonfree

Now your system will allow mp3 playback in the major players. But there is still no xmms. To
install xmms with mp3 support issue the following coama:

yum install xmms xmnrmap3

Once this is finished your machine is all ready for-hidlwn mp3 playback in just about every
type of application.

Final Thoughts
Yes itbés true it would be nice i f theulmajor

in. But that is not the case due to licensing. Fortunately getting this working is as simple as a few
commands.

An lllustrated Guide to Installing Ubuno Desktop

| have had a number of requests for a step by step walk through of a Linux installation. | thought
this would be a great way to illustrate how simple installing Linux is. | have chosen Ubuntu
because it is a good example of how far the Lingxailhation process has come. This installation
will be done using Ubuntu 8.10 Live.

You will need to download a copy of the ISO image that best suits your architecture. | you have
a 64 bit machine you can install either 32 or 64 bit. My advice is towtibk32 bit, otherwise

you will have to wrestle with plugins for Firefox to the point where you will (after pulling out
much hair) most like rénstall with 32 bit.


http://www.ghacks.net/2008/12/12/an-illustrated-guide-to-installing-ubuntu-desktop/

Step One

The first thing you need to put the burned cd into your drive and reboot youmedoctaking
sure it boots from the CD and not the hard drive.)
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Use the up and down arrow keys to select the right language. One you have the right language

chosen hit the enter key to move on.

Step Two

Now itds ti
simple this is.
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Try Ubuntu without any change to Jour computer
Install Ubuntu
1 for defects

Test memary
Boot fram first hard disk
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Since this is a LiveCD you can run the operating system from the CD (using the PCs RAM).
Once the operating system is up and running you can install it from that point.

During the boot up process yauill see the process bar for a while. Depending upon how much
RAM you have and how fast your CD drive is, this could take a while.

Step Three

Once the LiveCD has finished booting you will be at the log in screen.
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Since thisis a LiveCD you willbeautam i cal |y |l ogged into the desk
into the Username area.
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As you can see above the GNOME desktop is up and running. But since we are installing we are
going to go straight to the Install icon. Double click on that icon to being the install process.

Step Five

The first step is to select the @rage of your distribution. Select the correct language and press
Forward.
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Install

Ewnrapcku [~| Welcome

JE Ready to install? Once you answer a few questions, the
contents of the live CD can be installed on this computer so
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osanskl you can run the system at full speed and without the CD.

Catala
feitina Answering the questions should anly take a few minutes,

Dansk Please choose the language used for the installation process.
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Once you have selected the correct language, select Forward to move on.
Step Six

Now it is time to select your time zone.
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Where are you?

Select a city in your country and time zone. If the indicated current time is incorrect even
after selecting the correct time zone, you can adjust it after rebooting into the installed
system.

Selected city: | Kentucky/Louisville V! Selected region: United States

Time zone: EST (GMT-5:00) Current time: 07:27:38 PM
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If your exact location is not available, just chooselkearest region that shares the same time
zone and click Forward.

Step Seven

This step requires you to select your keyboard layout. You can test the selected keyboard by
typing sample text in the text area.



Once you are happy with your keyboard layolidk Forward to move on.
Step Eight
The next step requires you to select a partit

guided setup. If this installation is going to be the only operating system you can have the
partition manager use thmtire disk.



