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              PDF Masher has been designed for users who read ebooks on their mobile devices. PDF is not the best format for that purpose, considering that it is not possible to change a document's font size for instance. While it is possible to use the device's zoom function to read the document, it is usually not a very comfortable option, especially for large documents.

		
		ADVERTISEMENT
	

	

The HTML format offers an alternative. While it is often not that pretty to look at it provides better controls to read and work with the text of a document. Tools like Calibre can convert pdf documents into various formats. Their disadvantage is that they often do not get it completely right, so that header, footer and other textual information are added that are not really needed to read the text.

Enter PDF Masher. The Open Source software turns pdf documents into HTML pages. Instead of relying on guesswork or an algorithm to extract text from the pdf document, it asks the user to identify and select the text that should be available in the next document.


You can load a pdf document via the Open File button at the top of the interface. PDF Masher scans the document and displays all the text that it found in a table like structure.

Displayed in the sortable table are the font size, x and y position, text length and the text itself among other data. This makes identification of text that you want included in the resulting document relatively easy. A click on a row display that row's text in the lower half of the screen. Here it is possible to add, edit or delete text directly. That's helpful if the automatic text detection created some mistakes that need to be corrected.

It is furthermore possible to ignore single or multiple text ids automatically so that they do not turn up in the new document.

Lines can also be set as footnotes and titles. Footnotes are for instance automatically added to the last page of the document, so that they do not appear in the document.

The developer has created a small video that demonstrates the programs functionality.



PDF Masher is a handy program for users who want better control and readability on their mobile devices. The manual conversion options may take longer than automatic conversions, but they ensure that the accessibility of the document is improved.

Users who want to convert multiple documents at once need to look at other programs for the job. If it is just one document, then PDF Masher is one the best options, provided that you are fine with the resulting HTML format.

PDF Masher is available for Mac OXS, Linux and windows operating systems. It can be downloaded from the developer website.
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              Martin Brinkmann is a journalist from Germany who founded Ghacks Technology News Back in 2005. He is passionate about all things tech and knows the Internet and computers like the back of his hand.

You can follow Martin on  Facebook or Twitter, and read his weekly tech newsletter on Substack            


            
              
                View all posts by Martin Brinkmann →
            


          

        

        

  Related content


  
     
  
  
    
    
  
    

        
          
           
                                                       

            
              First look at Malwarebytes 5.0

           
         
        

        
      

     
    

        
          
           
                                                       

            
              RustDoor malware targets macOS users by posing as a Visual Studio Update

           
         
        

        
      

     
    

        
          
           
                                                       

            
              KeePass 2.56 released: options search and history improvements

           
         
        

        
      

     
    

        
          
           
                                                       

            
              LibreOffice 24.2 released: enables automatic recovery of documents

           
         
        

        
      

     
    

        
          
           
                                                       

            
              Microsoft adds support for link previews in Word for the web

           
         
        

        
      

     
    

        
          
           
                                                       

            
              70 million account credentials were leaked in a massive password dump

           
         
        

        
      

      

      


      

	  	      
    

      


    
   


                        Tutorials & Tips

                
                                
                        
                        
                        

                        
                            How to jump to the last row with data in Microsoft Excel or Google Spreadsheets
                        

                    

                                    
                        
                        
                        

                        
                            OneDrive 101: How to use Microsoft's cloud service?
                        

                    

                                    
                        
                        
                        

                        
                            How to Work with Page Numbers in Microsoft Word?
                        

                    

                                    
                        
                        
                        

                        
                            How to turn off Text Predictions in Word and Outlook
                        

                    

                                

            
        

            Previous Post: « FreeSizer, Profile Based Image Resizer

            Next Post: « Wireless Network Watcher, Find Out Who Is Connected To Your Wi-Fi Network        


        
       	
				


		
            
        
                          

Comments



    	
    
      
        
          
            nad rosenberg said on July 27, 2011 at 5:22 pm

          

          Reply

        

      



      
        How does PDF Masher handle bullets? How about tables?

      



    



	
    
      
        
          
            computerfella said on July 13, 2011 at 12:25 am

          

          Reply

        

      



      
        You should have mentioned you are limited to 40+ hours of use before it quits working. I had downloading stuff only to find out it is begware.

      



    







		





	
		Leave a Reply Cancel reply
Comment
Check the box to consent to your data being stored in line with the guidelines set out in our privacy policy

We love comments and welcome thoughtful and civilized discussion. Rudeness and personal attacks will not be tolerated. Please stay on-topic.
Please note that your comment may not appear immediately after you post it.
Name 


Email 



 Save my name, email, and website in this browser for the next time I comment.

 



Δ

	

	






            
        

        


      

      
        Advertisement







Spread the Word
        
          
          
          
        

        
Advertisement







Hot Discussions
				
						
							
							Microsoft's sneaky KB5001716 Windows 10 update pushes Windows 11
						
					
	
						
							
							Apple releases macOS Sonoma 14.4 update with over 50 security fixes
						
					
	
						
							
							Microsoft won't kill classic Outlook for Windows "until at least 2029"
						
					


			
Advertisement







Recently Updated
                        
                 

            
                	
                                
                                
                                    
                                    Microsoft won't kill classic Outlook for Windows "until at least 2029"
                                
                                
                                                                
                            
	
                                
                                
                                    
                                    Apple releases macOS Sonoma 14.4 update with over 50 security fixes
                                
                                
                                                                
                            
	
                                
                                
                                    
                                    Microsoft's sneaky KB5001716 Windows 10 update pushes Windows 11
                                
                                
                                                                
                            
	
                                
                                
                                    
                                    How to restore the Photos Legacy app on Windows
                                
                                
                                                                
                            
	
                                
                                
                                    
                                    Apple releases iOS 17.4 to add support for third-party app stores in the EU
                                
                                
                                                                
                            
	
                                
                                
                                    
                                    First look at Malwarebytes 5.0
                                
                                
                                                                
                            
	
                                
                                
                                    
                                    Add End Task to Windows 11's Taskbar to one-up Close Window
                                
                                
                                                                
                            
	
                                
                                
                                    
                                    HP's All-In-Plan will let you rent printers, but it monitors them
                                
                                
                                                                
                            
	
                                
                                
                                    
                                    Google Chrome gets improved Search suggestions on desktop and mobile
                                
                                
                                                                
                            
	
                                
                                
                                    
                                    Windows 11: new Features roll out in the coming 2 months
                                
                                
                                                                
                            

            
            
                            
            
        
        
Latest from Softonic
				
						
                        Today marks the 20th anniversary of the most famous image of the Mars Rover						
					
	
						
                        The most unexpected (and least desired) ally of TikTok is called Donald Trump						
					
	
						
                        The final trailer for The Three-Body Problem arrives, Netflix’s most important series in 2024						
					
	
						
                        Will Dune 2 have an extended version? The director answers						
					


		 	
Advertisement







      


    
  





  
    
      
        
          About gHacks

          
            Ghacks is a technology news blog that was founded in 2005 by Martin Brinkmann. It has since then become one of the most popular tech news sites on the Internet with five authors and regular contributions from freelance writers.
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